WHAT IS THE EMPIRE?
incumbents of privilege to retain the symbol, the
shadow if you will, it has been immensely more easy
to induce them peacefully to surrender the substance
than it would have been otherwise. It sounds a little
ridiculous to say that men will more readily surrender
the reality of privilege than the name, the title, the
station, but it is only ridiculous to those who have
never really examined the nature of human motive.
Men ornamented themselves from vanity, long ages
before they clothed themselves for comfort, if indeed
comfort can be said to be the first consideration in most
clothing, even to-day. Men will make sacrifices for
the sake of 'face', 'honour5, 'respectability', that they
would never make for purely material considerations.
It is not psychologically possible for a man really to
give his life for an economic motive-unless he is
more certain of those heavenly mansions than, in fact,
most men are. But men in all ages and all countries
have readily given their lives from other motives. A
man will not commit suicide for profit (how can he ?),
but he will commit suicide to escape disgrace, dis-
honour, deprivation of respect, social ostracism. It is
vanity which makes the world go round.' Rather
should we say that it is the desire for the respect, the
deference, of others. When the motive becomes fierce
and savage, it develops into a desire to humiliate
others, to assert our superiority. Those who cannot
see this and admit it as an almost universal factor of
conduct that has to be taken into account, have not
begun to understand the nature of the forces which
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